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Like hungry flies, QOur players gather
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Champions of the
martial and mystic
have gathered here at
the newly-christened
Middleburg Colosseum,

An architectural marvel
fargely spearheaded
in the last year by the
Card Man Collective.
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Folks, I for cne ™\
cannot imagine from
what dark plane
they mustered
such ingenuity,

And 1 frankly fear
the ends to which they
desire fo see us struggle

in this parade of violence.

THANK You
GEORRY.
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Leg 1 of the Tournament... %
SINGLES COMBAT! )

afl here for:
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Look at these 64

All of whom passed
proud challengers,

the preliminary.

Remember
them well... /[

And then get
ready to forget
half of them,

Because that's how
many are making it

And before you all

rush to your
above-board bookies,

To allow our more
Monstrous participants

] fo compete at their ¥

fulf strength.

Note that the nearby
inhibitor tower has been
SHUT DOWN for the
tournament's duration




1 doen't know
about you Folks,

But that seems like
an intensely reckless
idea to me.

" RISK REWARD,
. GEORRY. _§




You kill your opponent,

The fight ends
when one person
surrenders or is
Judged unable
to Fight,

But no killing!

You can afso
win by RING IN,
which is what we

cafl it when you throw

your oppenent to the
bottom of the well in
the arena'’s center.

Because a well is

SHAPED like a RING.

Ey, dragen girf!




It's a lil' higher up,
but I gots powerful
young eyes.

—

You gots any
questions bout any
of dese combatants, N dang near alla | /£

you let me know! / LMD\ their cards. JS=

I don't knew
what season zero is
supposedta mean.




Hey Saya!

— I'm supposed toc be |- ?
I~ XY FIRsT I O\
N , CHALLENGER | ~ ¢ .




Submachine Bun N |
gots powerful
preumatic
prostheses that
fet her threw

Aaaand her
OPPONENT

..4_._._._,......-- r.li':._."
SRR | 2 ra oo n I,

W o ] 1 'l ’ ! 1 ik i
e

ddallter




" Wallter don't "\
look too
_ threatenirt,

" But his unique \

build and thick \|
skin let him shrug |
of f blows what It's a rough
like a walking - matchup For
matress man. : da Bur..

Hey, do you
| uh.. have a
> Windy Knight card?

One'a Central's N But now she only N
/  Eight Great Knights, leaves her dank lair to
dey say she's a hooorribfe \ unfess devastating storms
at da King's command. A




oh boy
S\ was I tarking about

AL —

/SO what have
| | you been doing since
A | “ T\ the whole prison

@Y\ . thing where y-










Tame your
insofent grin,

For now, you
shall know the \u
\ FURY of THE—

That Cheery Cordial

ALREADY HAS an
Ufttra-Rare card variant

And is NOT VIABLE
fFor participation a la

the tournamernt's
quidelines!

Oh my, what a
day of delightful
surprises!




Ye mean fo
outmatch the adhesion
of a proud Kelpie?!

You think
ver sticky skin is a
[ match fFor Grampy
Buffert's Wrasslin' Qif?!
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LOVE YOU
\ BRIANNE!







to become captain
when Lucky Knight
got promoted

So youre the
girl whe wants
to play knight,

But they shrugged
me off.

I'm gonna show you, \
and everyone else jif

Vicious Vim
you can expect
from a

Real Knight!,







Moxie Knight's got Four
moxies that give er .
slowly, increasin powers. /£




And right when er \

Getupandgo... 4

111

"

it :'J'F{-"{ff-'“:'fa'{"l:'f
iy

i

x; / |III J’ ] ‘IU -
I !
|

ff].' IH’
I
f“i' {f l'I
{14
W

Li

I
IIIII

- A -~
A




She transferred
her peak speed
into one huge first
strike from her
Strength mode!

I know,
I was warching

A poifectly
executed
Moxie Swap.
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closing '

She's




Brianne, ya shouldn't
| get close when er
[\ Beanrattler's at full vim!
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{ She's holding
back...

Is she reluctant

because her opponent’s

dream mirrors her
own so closely?

/1 Feel like you N\
\ guys are doing |
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You still got
pep left in
ya, huh?

Well since
ya asked so
stinkin' nice.

Watch out Brianne,

Dat's her
Ultimate Aftack!




Brianne look | ¥ erianner \
Brianne her

ultimate Brianne! B\







That mighta been
a whole crange in
an old-fashioned.

QO0H,
That can't be
comfortable!

Well, asmfngh
the medical crew
can dig her out
intact, this march

GOES TO MOX-
A




picklepfums,

THE FIGHT
IS STARTING

Whattaya paid

Wake up
make ya bed.

C'men,
fight's over,

Gah, no geed...

And I'm stifl
fetting you get

What's that,
Four modes,
mostly Kicks.

Neo matter how
you sfice it that's
fess to keep track
of than ten hands.

Il

What'd that
kick knock some
ice outta ver
highball?

My name
is Brianne
Ironheart.

Sorry,
Moxie right?

I wasn't taking
this seriously,
and that's not
fair to you.

And 1 teoc will
be a knight.







7 Moxie Knight's N
Moxie Sockdollager \

activates all her Moxies |
simultaneously-like, /

But it puts a big ..
of strain on her.

I never heard of
her using it for
anything but a

Finishin' blow!




You know you're
Just hitting me
with padding, right?
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Where's this
strength comin from?

This coof
stalwart demeanor?

This...
this detail?




Is this..
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Canneverhave
too much
ocomph.

Anyofthe
Fightslook
impressive?

Gotsome strong
customers tfo
lookoutfor?

OTHERS WITH DREAMS.
TRYEST NOT TO LET
THIS WEAR YON PEP.

Chapter 14 End




Thanks for reading!
Ironheart-Rune by Will Muzzi

ironheart-rune.com
itch.io/ironheart-rune




