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I'm getting a
bit Faster.




b How do you Feel
\\ |( about taking a break
AN\ Tfomorrow to go on




CASTLE!

Did you know
that the castle where
King Onin Reful Biesch
resides was built almost
1000 years ago, right
after the grear war?

The castle retains almost 1000 servants, \ Serry, I'm just excited,

and any knights above a certain degree it's been my dream to be a

of renown are able to stay at the castle J | knight and stay at the castle |/,
grounds until being dispatched to- 4B N\ ever since I was fittle! /A




AR ——
\ you this?

Brianne I've
known you sifce

We were partners
in youth sparring.




I wonder if we'll
even get tfo meet one the
Eight Great Knights!

- Thbhe Cight Great
Kniahts of Central

The Core Corps




Tune Bnight PNiahty VBnight

Why in the name
of muses are there
only four of us?

Beat Knight couldn't
be pulled away From
the dreadful noise

Well I'd just as soon
not have that cacophonic
fFlake present, but what /=
of Midsummer!

Ficture of

Wasn't there
something about. ..
the day that
today is?

Um, don't you
remember, Ma'am?

It's the anniversaﬂ}'
of Infernal Grace's
passing.




Ah, right...
okay that's a pass.

But what of

. Silent Knight

Though [ was fust
leaving re rrack
deowrr Windly.




\x\

\
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I might not

It's fine, it's be the fast one
fine probably there

Nighty usually
sfeeps through
them,

Uﬁﬁf—"

Beat is
probably busy
‘\ with his ditties




They'll probably I \
want fo go over

= | [
[——
|

what happened at the PRISON

‘l'"'.--"""\-\

Ch gracies,
did they
cafl her

Nono
hey're gonna
make me do

so much work,

oh dear
ch no




Sooo yeah if you folfow
this way, Lord Darkmurmer is

S probably gonna meet with y?(

i

Is it true that
the walls of the castle
were made of 100%
magic-generated marble
by the greatest
mages of old?

Sure yeah,




(" So are the King's private quarters
T really only accessible through
an extra-dimensional space?

{ Yeah that scunds
' probably true.

A, Miss
Brianne Ironheart,
a pleasure.

I am the King's chief
advisor and confidant.
Sinismund Darkmurmer

Ah, and your father
Lord Ironheart, is he |
net here with you?

He said he had
important business
to attend to.




Come to think
of it, I don't think
I saw an inhibitor
anywhere when we
were riding in.

Might I say, it's
quite nove| having 5
a monster at the )’
castfe, a rare sight
indeed, yesss.

Why I Feel so
good, Sinny D7

Nyohoho, the castle
hardly has need for such
a garish sfructure.

3 v It houses the
8 Knights of the
: Core Corps.

If any monster
were silly enough fo
atfack 1he casfle,

They'd be dead
in an instant

Mustn't miss your
appointment.

/ Indeed
{ Come, come, you
musin't be fafe.

I've always adored
The echo in fhis hall




I bet he's DYING
to meet you!

HWAHAHAHAN [ NYAHAHAHUE

HEEHEHAHA

HUE HAHAHOO







Brianne Ironheart.
It's a pleasure to
properly meet you.

Do neot stand at
the deoor like an
uninvited quest.

I heard about
yvour efforts at
Plaqus Prison.

Valiant effort
at martyrdom,
though I am
gfad you made
it out afive,

Brianne Ironheart,
I've known your
father for...

Oh, we will
simply say a
long time.




/ He has told me of
\_ your predicament.

e -

bt g
=l ( Your knightly \
2 aspiratiens. /

R

Might you kindly
kneel for me, please.




You afready
know what this is,

'a]

do you not?

4 ;‘har Judges all who
=..k.k would be knights

and grants those who
are worthy his blessing
and his mark.

£ F
One thousand years of “'-«..__\ )
tradition stand between you and

knighthood, Brianne Ironheart. __,,-"l
_—h




I'lt break it!

And when I'm
fFinally able to
become a knight...

1 will personally
put in a word tfo a
prestigious adventurer's
quild, if you wish tfo

- If it's a |
= I'll surpass it. /0

If it's a curse, '

I'if try
for another

I will see
you again in
this hall

You're certain
you are your
Father's child?




Then I will
fock Forward
fo seeing you

here aqain.

I talked back
to the king
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{ i thought Id
\Tikcd the door ,
I“l

g |-

i But here a

[ young ghost seems to
have come through.




Tow now,.
That is quite

unnecessary.

more care, though.
€orpses scarce become
great knights.




Well. All in a
day's work for

1 knew
a knight
who wotdd
often say
such things.

" e we
sent on a mission fo
refrieve an artifact.

re both

¢

That
Shard of Dagalus.

villain down
in turr.

My apologies. ) .

) dlo, no.
! I accept

= =\ nothing of
A the sort.




The king =
isn't cruel, but
he distrusts you.

J'm HL'EJ
fo see power
like that has
found a home
in a kind
heart.

..-::- fears only \ \
ill can come of || \\\
a Dagalus Shard.

Aye, T've well
seen what evil
can de with it.

( Danger can rest

in the familiar i -
the familiar, and blessings can

wait in the dark.

. A ha_.'reym

look in the

rigfif Pface,
L

Ironheart.







We're the SAME AGE

Gracious, it's not fike
it's the first time socmeone's
missed a weekly meeting.

The meering
/s fong dore,
Yvou /azy breeze

: Forgerring somewhere
You showd be?

Boring old man with
everything in order knows
what's best for me.

And.. thar's why 5
rake my ganish

Youre supposed to be
debriefing with the King




The losses ™\
were regreftable, )

But I'm glad ™\
you intervened

Seriously,
please den't
tell anyone

Yes sir.
Definitely.

: " C
/i)ﬁ L - \\\\ '




e,

" And how .,,-""ff 'm not asking ™
did young | about her prowess,
Irenheart

welll She— /

A millennium ago, the —
sorcerer Dagalus aflied himself
with dragonkind against Central.

Our sages will not stand for
someone under his curse cavorting
about with a dragen unmenitored.

/ Now again,

/ how is m-
How does young

Ironheart seem?

7 Brianne isn't
a danger
to anyone!

You were told \
to observe her
intentions. y

g e




And Saya...
Saya's kind!

You're acting like they're
remnants of some old evil,
but that's ridicufous.

- “An Irenkeart visits me e
q | and all my meetings become )
She's a good \__ impassioned soliloquy. _~

kid who wants
to do good

( She’s her Father's™___—
S child after all. ./

And she does!

Not because she has
some ancient power,

/ Not because she’s from
\ some great bloodline...

// e ' Not even for
X | any big reward.




She's going
tfo be great

Because she's
Brianne!

WHO ART THINE TRUE FRIENDS?
HINT: NOT THE ONES WHO
PUTTETH SWORDS IN THEE

Chapter 10 End
. ) —
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